OLD HOUSE LIVING

from the ron. Abore Right The 1645 house,
 borytoday. Fa Right:A spacious new
was ramed wth o barn timbers.

Right: A guest edroom dates t ca. 1700,

ownen: Barbara Lambert
tocimon: 27 Vine Street, Gloucester,
Massachusetts

oute oF wouse: 1645, with 1700 and
1995 additions. Minor alterations in
1753 and 1910

owcoms paoaeer: To learn more about
the beautfuly detaled sailboats
scratched into the wood paneling in
several rooms.

oF wreacst: Willam Sumner Appleton,
 pioneering preservatioist, told the
Riggs family not to remove original
plaster. Hence, a secton i displayed
in the lbrary.

table, and the couch is drawn close toa ca.
1910 fieldstone fireplace.Track lights on
the ceiling beams shine down onto Bar-
bara's reading materials but new additions
and technology don't matter here. The
room feels ancient,

“This i the log house Riggs bought
in 161" Barbara Lambert explains. “He
and his wife, Mary Millett, brought up
seven children in this 16'x 16' room. Be-
sides being the town clerk, he served as a
selectman for 20 years, was a schoolmas-
ten,a surveyor, and he was a epresentative
urt of the Massachusetts
Bay Colony. In fact” Barbara'scyes sparkle,
“he and several others protested the tax
policies of Governor Andros.” An archivist
and histor
that her home has connections to a color-
fulbitof history.(Sir Edmund Andros was
50 hated by colonists that they threw him
into a Boston jail in 1689.)

But Barbara didn't set out to own

o, Barbara relishes the notion

seum of Fine Art, then as curator of the
Shirley-Eusts House.

“I was living in the Kitchen wing of
a Federal house in Charlestown, with
endlosed garden, and gas lamps...t was
charming, and I loved it. The “buy-me”
catalogues always came to my door, and

Lalways threw them out, This house caught
my eye, but I had no intention of mov-
Ithough the realtor handling the sale
lling me up. The house included

6% acresand developers werelicking their

chops. The zoning here was % acre: they

raze this house and put up tons
of new ones.” s her head.
till, T wasn't about 1o buy, until
ind's Landmarks Trust got involved.
‘They wanted the house, and intended to
ake off the dormers and install heated
towel bars in the bathrooms

Well, that was it. I suddenly heard
myselfsaying, Waita minute—I sawitfirst™
And so Barbara Lambert saved

Barbara sh:

husett i orth

1645 Rig X

She

and east of Boston. Originally from Ohio,
shewas working in Boston, firstat the Mu
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bought it from the lat, childless member

of the Riggs family, who had made amaz

Lo

ingly few changes over the years.

thatbringsnaurallightand utlites intothe
oldhousewithoutunduedisturbance.When
anominous bulge ina celing turned out to

betheresultof powder postbectlessheopted
notto replace it Wejacked thecelingupso
itwaslevel,vacuumed the plasterandpoured
 high-grade cpoxy over the lath. It saled
thosebugs.and stillavethelovelyold plas

terAnd1didnt putcementlinersinto chim

neys built of ld, soft brick—1 used clay

“Hiring carpenters s the hardest part.
‘They all love nail guns.” she shudders. “One
was good. but show as molasses. Another was
incredibly arrogant. A third, said be knew
what he was doing, but he coulda't shingle
the log hotsc roof properhy”

There was the carpenter who never

showed up at crucial imes,leaving plumbers
stalled on the job. One brought in a crew
she beleves were involved with drugs. Some
carried off her tools and material. But Bar.
bara has coping mechanisms.“If you're not
has the skills and appreci
ation necded for old houses, present |
K how he'd handl

his approach, see

sure s carpent

with a problem and
i€.1fyou don't agree wi
whether he's lexible and willing to con-
sider other ways.

“Scribing is really impo

fat,orat

s Fitand peg n the od sty instead of
relying on nail guns and gluc. Don't use
polyurcthanc as a clear finish; linseed oil

ismore compatible.In fact”she pauses for

emphasis, “use materials as close 0 the
originals as possible, and do what is re.
versible whenever possible.”

Barbara is now happy and comfort-
able in her old house. She runs it as  bed
and breakfast inn and yes, she has found
ive carpenter, Who s he? “No.
one gives out his name, and he has an un
Jisted phone number? she says. “Among the
people who hire him, he's our secret” B
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