PRESERVATION, rather than heavy-handed restoration to

\
an earlier period, was the guiding principle here, so the house
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our construction dates (from 1645 to 1997
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brel roof and a storey alf were added to the

Cape. That was the house configuration that Ms.
Lambert bought in 1995. When she took this step,
which was to be life changing, the house had no
electricity, no running water, and no heat other than
that provided by its five fireplaces.

“[It was] just as T was signing a contract to

“Out of curiosity and
gone to an open house to sec a
century house in Gloucester—
that I'd never heard of! It turned out to be

nization that owns some 150 historic houses in E
land and elsewhere. It generally restores and fur-
nishes them appropriately, publishing a book on cach,
and offering them as three- to five-day rentals. The
Landmarks “Trust had just purchased the Rudyard
Kipling house in Vermont. They were interested in

the Riggs house because of Kipling’ connection to

Toe: Paneling ove the fieplace attests to the
mid-18th-century makeover. ABove: An overshat
coverlet in the main bed-chamber, created
when the gambrel foof was added in 1753,




